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[57] ABSTRACT 

A brush for cleaning foodstuff, especially fragile foodstuff 
such as ears of fresh corn and mushrooms. The brush has a 
handle portion which supports many straight rows of 
bristles. The rows of bristles are not parallel but get closer 
together n ea r one end of th e brush. The hustles are rahn.- 
cared from a very soft polymer and are positioned at 
different heights along the bottom of the brush. The shortest 
bristles are near the center so that the brush can be used on 
a curved surface such as an ear of corn, a mushroom, or a 
carrot among other fruits and vegetables. 

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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1 2 

VEGETABLE AND FRUIT BRUSH plurality of bristles 12. The brash is shown in bottom view 

BACKGROUND OF THB INVENTION ^^'SSSg SSSEftffl 

The field of the invention is brushes and the invention m fig. x, the rows are "nan-paraliel" in that they are more 

relates more particularly to brushes for cleaning fruits and 5 closdy spaced at first end 16 than they arc at second end 17. 

vegetables. Relatively stiff brushes are commonly used to Handle 11 has a first end 16, a second end 17, a right side 

clean potatoes but such brushes arc not suitable for more 18 ^ a lcft ^ |p ^ shown best in FIG. 5, brash 10 is 

fragile foodstuffs such as an car of fresh corn, While the ear injection molded to form one integral piece. The handle 

of corn does not typically need cleaning, it does have com portion is open at the top 20 and the open top has a floor 21 

silk which is tedious to remove. Other vegetables suAas wnicfl has an upper surface 22 and a lower surface 23. A 

mushr^ms have a very tender slon and are not properly "> pluraliry of bristieTl2 extend downwardly from the floor 21. 

deaned with the c<»irventionM vegeta^ 1^ L*hrLiehasageiieralfy 

One brush has ^^oped for the specific purpose of ^ A<wn m HG 7 but haying one curved side to assist in 

ft^^t^^A^J^ molding ther^.Thisc^ 

3,805313 and is made from a wire screen A wire screen ^ ^ fc ftom base to tip, the 

would tend to damage the tender kernels of an ear of corn. 15 . ^ , ^ . " 

wuuju icou w uain^c ujc «hh « IkI™^ longer bristles forming an angle of about 4 degrees as 

Also, a one-piece polyethylene surgeon s scrub brush has , , . z^^^S-xa <™a oK JlfKWctw 

been sold purportedly for removing corn silk. The bristles of ^ated by reference character 34 and the shorter bristles 

this brash^one height Because of the flat face of the S^ f ^SntlS l&SL ^"^2 

brush, it must be pressed very hard against the corn to b *J b ™ *T ?£J to „^J£f 

atrempttogetmbetweenu^^ 20 erably the length is about ^o times the wiAfu Each bristie 

islocated. Because of the stiffness of the bristles, and the terminates in an an^point such as that indicated by 

brushmgpressurereqtir^ reference charaeter 26m HG. 5. Preferably this an^ed point 

The total effect of the cleaning is also inrperf ecL has an angle of about 30°. 

An important feature of the present invention is the 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THB INVENTION ^ arrangement of the lengths of the bristles so that the brush 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a brush is capable of providing a very light scrubbing action when 

for cleaning fruits and vegetables, especially fragile fruits held lightly against the fruit or vegetable being scrubbed 

and vegetables, for example for removing the silk from an since only the longer bristles need to touch the fruit With a 

ear of com and brushing the foreign particles from fresh little mare pressure additional bristles are brought into play, 

mushrooms. 30 Referring to FIG. 5, the particular embodirnent of the brush 

The present invention is for a brush having a handle shown in the drawings has two outer rows of bristles 27 

portion with right and left sides and a front and back and a which are the longest of all bristles. Three rows of shorter 

floor. A plurality of strai ght rows of hriKtipjg extending bristles 28 are inward with respect to outer rows 27. Two 

downwardly from the floor and the rows converge so that longer rows of bristles 29 are longer than rows 28 but shorter 

they arc closer together at one end than they arc at the other 35 than rows 27 and three yet shorter rows 30 are positioned 

end. Preferably the brush is fabricated from a very soft centrally with respect to rows 29. Two rows of bristles 31 are 

polymer having a Shore hardness of 70. Also preferably each positioned inwardly ftom rows 30 and are longer than rows 

row has bristles of a single length but different rows have 30 and surround three of the shortest rows 32. The result is 

bristles of several different lengths. Preferably the bristles a generally stepped under surface as viewed in FIG. 5 with 

adjacent the sides of the brush are longer man those in the 40 ore shortest bristles near the center and the longer bristles 

center of the brush and also preferably there are rows of nearer the si des. This generally approximates a curved 

longer bristles adjacent a series of rows of shorter bristles to surface with single longer rows in between. This shape helps 

assist in the operation of corn dilr removal Also preferably conform the shape of the brush to the typical fruit or 

the bristles are generally rectangular in cross-section but vegetable which invariably has a curved surface. Specifi- 

having one curved side and the length of the cross-section is 45 calfy for removing the sOk from an ear of cam, the shape of 

about two times the width. Also preferably the brush is the brush helps to provide a relatively even force along the 

injection molded so that the handle and bristles arc one face of an ear of com. An ear of com is mdicated in ph antom 

integral piece, view in FIG. 1 by reference character 33. The user's hand is 

t,t,^™avt ttto ™> AtinvTnt , mdicated in phantom view in FIG. 1 by reference character 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS * * 

30 34. 

FIG. 1 is a side view of the brush of the present invention The softness of he Tnatprial from which the brush is made 

showing a user's hand and an ear of com in phantom view. fa also very unusual for a brush. The Share hardness of 70 

FIG. 2 is a bottom view of the brush of FIG. L is very soft not unlike mat of the softest of pencil erasers. 

FIG. 3 is an end view showing the second end of the brush Various food grade polymers can be used which have the 

. of FIG. L 55 ability to be injection molded in the shape shown. Same 

FIG. 4 is an end view showing the first end of the brush foodstuffs such as mushrooms should not be held under 

of FIG. 1- running water as they will absorb the water like a sponge and 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along line their flavor will be negatively affected. Also, the rrnishroam 

5 5 of FIG. 2. will deteriorate more r^idly. Thus, a very soft brush such as 

FIG. 6 is a side view of a single bristle. 60 the brush of the present mvention made in a hardness such 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a single bristle of the ^ Shore 60 is ideal to dean ^^^o^d^oyin^ 

brush taken along line 7—7 of FIG. 6. 01 damaging the surface of the irnislrroom. 

Although a Shore hardness of 70 is recommended for 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED most uses, it is contemplated that the brush of the present 

EMBODIMENTS w invention can be fabricated from a harder polymer and used 

The brush of the present invention is indicated by refer- for cleaning carrots and potatoes. It can also be made softer 

ence character 10 in FIG. 1 and has a handle 11 and a such as a Share of 60 far cleaning mushrooms. The generally 
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stepped shape with and the different levels of bristles and 
non-parallel rows as viewed in FIG. 2 provide a very 
complete cleaning action. This is because the movement of 
the brush in a straight line for instance, in the direction of a 
row of kernels causes the individual bristles in the rows of 
bristles away from the center rows to move inwardly as the 
brush is moved from its wide end to its narrow end. Thus, 
essentially no part of the food is left untouched by a bristle. 

The present embodiments of this invention are thus to be 
considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive; 
the scope of the invention being indicated by the appended 
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes 
which come within he mining and range of equivalency of 
the claims are intended to be embraced therein. 

I rlaim* 

1. A brush for cleaning foodstuff, said brush comprising: 
a handle portion having a right side, a left side, a central 

axis midway between said right and left sides, first and 
second ends comprising a front and a back, a floor 
having an upper surface and a lower surface; 
a plurality of rows of bristles extending downwardly from 
said floor* said plurality of rows extending from said 
floor near said front of said handle portion and extend- 
ing to a position from said floor near said back of said 
handle portion, said rows being almost parallel to said 
central axis, but converging so mat the rows are closer 
together at one of said first and second ends than at the 
other of said ends, said handle portion and said plurality 
of rows of bristles being molded in a single piece. 

2. The brush for cleaning foodstuff of claim 1 wherein 
each row of bristles has a common bristle length and the 
common bristle length of some rows is longer than the 
common bristle length of at least one other row. 

3. The brush for cleaning foodstuff of claim 2 wherein the 
common bristle length of rows near the right side and the left 
sides are longer than the common bristle length of rows 
nearer said central axis. 

4. The brush for cleaning foodstuff of claim 2 wherein the 
rows are arranged in a pattern wherein a single row having 



a first length is adjacent a plurality of rows having a second 
length which is shorter than said first length. 

5. The brush for cleaning foodstuff of claim 4 wherein 
there are three rows having said second length adjacent said 
single row having a first length. 

6. The brush for cleaning foodstuff of claim 1 wherein 
each bristle has a rectangular cross section having two sides, 
a front and a back, wherein the length of said rectangular 
cross section from side to side is about two times the width 
from front to back. 

7. A brush for cleaning foodstuff molded as a single piece, 
said brush comprising! 

a handle portion having a right side, a left side, a first end 
and a second end and a bottom floor having an upper 
surface and a lower surface; 
a plurality of bristles extending downwardly from said 
bottom floor, 

said single piece having a hardness of no more than 70 
Shore A; 

said plurality of bristles being arranged in straight rows of 
a common bristle length in each row from the first and 
to the second end and with shorter bristles being 
located in a middle area between the right side and left 
side and longer bristles being located near the right and 
25 left sides: and 

wherein each of said plurality of bristles has a generally 
rectangular cross-section having to sides, a front and a back, 
wherein the length of each cf said bristles of said rectangular 
cross-section from side to side is two times the width from 
30 front to back. 

8. The brush for cleaning foodstuff of claim 7 wherein 
each bristle has a lower end having an angled point 

9. Hie brush for cleaning foodstuff of claim 8 wherein 
said angled point has an angle of about 30°. 

10. The brush for cleaning fragile foodstuff of claim 7 
wherein said rows of bristles include a single longer row of 
bristles formed between a pair of shorter rows on each side 
thereof. 
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